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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to amendment /reconsideration filed on 

1 1/09/2004. Claims 1-22 are pending for examination, the rejection cited as stated 
below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 10, 19 and 20 are objected to as claim recite, "wherein the first 
application server is adapted to . '. "application server is adapted to store", "application 
server is adapted to direct messages" respectively which renders indefiniteness in the 
claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 1,10 and 20 are objected to because there is no preamble or transitional 
phrases included in the claim See MPEP 21 1 1 .02 and 21 1 1 .03, which makes it hard to 

analyze where the limitation starts in the claim and therefore, affects the structure of the 
claim since there are no steps involve in method claim. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "a control portion of 

each SIP message including an identification of the type of message service" in claim 1, 
1 0 and claim 20 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Steenfeldt et al (Pub. No.: US 2003/0187992 A1), hereinafter "Steenfeldt". 

5. As to claim 1 , Steenfeldt discloses, supporting at least two types of message 
service in a mobile communications system (Abstract, Lines 1-3, where plurality of 
services are supported in mobile communications), wherein the at least two types of 
message service are transported by a SIP message (Abstract, Lines 4-1 1 , where two 
types of messages are managed with two associated services), a control portion of 
each SIP message including an identification of the type of message service ([0034], 
where header information is a control portion and selecting service based on header 
information means there is identification of message type included in header to invoke 
the desired service). 



6. As to claim 2, Steenfeldt discloses, wherein a transmitted message is processed 
in dependence on the identification in the control portion ([0034], where service is 
invoked based on the header information of the SIP message). 
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7. As to claim 3, Steenfeldt discloses, wherein the control portion is a header of the 
SIP message ([0034], where message has header information). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 4-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Steenfeldt as applied to claims 1-3 above in view of (SIP RFC3261), hereinafter 
"RFC3261". 

9. As to claim 4, Steenfeldt discloses the invention substantially as in parent claim 1 
above. Steenfeldt however is silent on disclosing explicitly, "wherein the control portion 
is a value field of the SIP message". 

RFC3261 however discloses, "wherein the control portion is a value field of the 
SIP message" (RFC3261, 7.3.1 Header field format, where header information has a 
value field). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Steenfeldt with the teachings 
of RFC3261 in order to incorporate the all SIP header format into the Steenfeldt 
messaging system to enhance the multi service messaging service. 
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10. As to claim 5, Steenfeldt and RFC3261 disclose the invention substantially, 
including, wherein all messages are processed by an application associated with the 
second message type (Steenfeldt, [0010, lines 10-13], where second service is invoked 
using first message as an input). 

11. As to claim 6, Steenfeldt and RFC3261 disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 5 above, including, wherein for messages of the first type, the application 
associated with the second message type forwards the message to an application 
associated with messages of the second type (Steenfeldt, [0033], where first message 
type invokes the second message service and processed according to second 
application associated with second type service). 

12. As to claim 7, Steenfeldt and RFC3261 disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 1 above, including, wherein the at least two types of messaging service 
include a first type of messaging service dependent upon reliable delivery (Steenfeldt, 
[0017], where voice mail can be a reliable delivery) and a second type of messaging 
service dependent upon instant delivery (Steenfeldt, [0232], where Instant messaging 
can be a service dependent on instant delivery). 

1 3. As to claim 9 is rejected for same rationale as applied to claim 7 above. 

14. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Steenfeldt 
and RFC3261 in view of Trap (Pub. No.: US 2007/0042815 A1), hereinafter "Trap". 
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15. As to claim 8, Steenfeldt and RFC3261 disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 1 above, including services like call forwarding, call waiting, instant 
messaging, video conferencing etc. However Steenfeldt and RFC3261 are silent on 
disclosing explicitly, wherein the first type of messaging service is one of a: short 
message service; an extended message service; or a multimedia message service. 

However, Trap discloses, wherein the first type of messaging service is one of a: 
short message service; or a multimedia message service (Trap, [0017], where MMS, 
email, SMS, VoIP etc. are disclosed and therefore combining Steenfeldt, RFC3261 and 
Trap other forms of messaging system can be well modified to incorporate within the 
scope of combined invention). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Steenfeldt, RFC3261 with the 
teachings of Trap in order to open the invention for well known messaging system for 
end user convenience. 

16. Claims 10-11, 13-16 and 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Steenfeldt in view of GSM Global System Mobile Communication, 
ETSI TS 123 140 V4.6.0, "Digital Cellular Telecommunication system (Phase2+)(GSM; 
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS); Multimedia Messaging Service 
(MMS); Functional description; Stage 2 (3GPP TS 23.140 version 4.6.0 Release 4)" as 
incorporated in IDS, hereinafter "ETSI". 
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17. As to claim 10, Steenfeldt discloses, a mobile communications system in which 
at least a first and second type of message service are supported (Steenfeldt, Abstract, 
Lines 1-3, where plurality of services are supported in mobile communications), wherein 
the first and second types of message service are transported by an SIP message to 
the first application server (Steenfeldt, Abstract, Lines 4-1 1 , where two types of 
messages are managed with two associated services transported by SIP to application 
server Fig.3, application server-313), each SIP message including a control portion 
identifying the type of message (Steenfeldt, [0034], where header information is a 
control portion and selecting service based on header information means there is 
identification of message type included in header to invoke the desired service), wherein 
the first application server is adapted to direct messages of the second type to the 
second application (Steenfeldt, [0010, lines 10-13], where second service is invoked 
using first message as an input meaning first server is passing message to second 
service). 

Steenfeldt however is silent on disclosing explicitly, "wherein in the system 
included first and second application server associated with the at least the first and 
second message service type". 

ETSI however discloses, "wherein in the system included first and second 
application server associated with the at least the first and second message service 
type" (ETSI Page.62, Fig.A.8, where Unified messaging system is disclosed with voice 
mail server and MMS server). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Steenfeldt with the teachings 
of ETSI in order to incorporate messaging systems e.g. IM, SMS, Video conferencing 
etc. and make them platform independent. 

1 8. As to claim 1 1 , Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 10 above, including, wherein the control portion of the SIP message is a 
header field (Steenfeldt, [0034], where service is invoked based on the header 
information of the SIP message). 

19. As to claim 13, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 10 above, including, wherein the first type of message service is 
dependent upon the instant delivery of a message (Steenfeldt, [0232], where instant 
messaging can be a service dependent on instant delivery). 

20. As to claim 14, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 10 above, including, wherein the first type of message service is an instant 
messaging service (Steenfeldt, [0232], where instant messaging can be a service 
dependent on instant delivery). 



21 . As to claim 15, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 13 above, including, wherein the first application server is an Internet 
multimedia subsystem application server (Steenfeldt, [0232], where instant messaging 
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is disclosed which is managed by the internet multimedia server and therefore implicitly 
Steenfeldt disclose the internet multimedia server) 

22. As to claim 16, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 10 above, including, wherein the second type of messaging service is 
dependent upon reliable delivery of a message (Steenfeldt, [0017], where voice mail 
can be a reliable delivery). 

23. As to claims 18 and 22, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially 
as in parent claim 10 above, including, wherein the second application server is a 
multimedia message server application server (ETSI, Page.62, Fig.A.8, MMS server). 

24. As to claim 19, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 15 above, including, wherein the internet multimedia subsystem application 
server is adapted to store and forward SIP messages in dependence on the control 
portion identifying the message type (Steenfeldt, [0034], where message is forwarded 
and processed based on header information and apparently message get stored in 
cache or memory of the server). 

25. As to claim 20, carry similar limitation as claim 10 above, therefore is rejected 
under for same rationale. 



26. As to claim 21 , carry similar limitation as claim 1 5 above, therefore is rejected 
under for same rationale. 
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27. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Steenfeldt and ETSI as applied to claims 10-1 1 and 13-14 above in view of (SIP 
RFC3261), hereinafter "RFC3261". 

28. As to claim 12, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 10 above. Steenfeldt and ETSI however are silent on disclosing explicitly, 
"wherein the control portion is a value field of the SIP message". 

RFC3261 however discloses, "wherein the control portion is a value field of the 
SIP message" (RFC3261, 7.3.1 Header field format, where header information has a 
value field). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Steenfeldt and ETSI with the 
teachings of RFC3261 in order to incorporate the all SIP header format into the 
Steenfeldt messaging system to enhance the multi service messaging service. 

29. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Steenfeldt and ETSI in view of Trap (Pub. No.: US 2007/0042815 A1), hereinafter 
"Trap". 

30. As to claim 17, Steenfeldt and ETSI disclose the invention substantially as in 
parent claim 10 above. Steenfeldt and ETSI however are silent on disclosing explicitly, 
wherein the second type of message service is one of either: a short message service; 
an extended message service; or a multimedia message service. 
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However, Trap discloses, wherein the second type of messaging service is one 
of a: short message service; or a multimedia message service (Trap, [0017], where 
MMS, email, SMS, VoIP etc. are disclosed and therefore combining Steenfeldt, 
RFC3261 and Trap other forms of messaging system can be well modified to 
incorporate within the scope of combined invention). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Steenfeldt and ETSI with the 
teachings of Trap in order to open the invention for well known messaging system for 
end user convenience. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references, as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in its entirety as potentially teaching of all or 
part of the claimed invention, as well as the context. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TAUQIR HUSSAIN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1247. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571 272 3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retheval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



rr. H./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2152 

/Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2152 



